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SUBJECT: TRADE COMPLAINT: MACK TRUCKS VS. CHILEAN GOVERN- 
MENT 

1 . PRESIDENT OF MACK TRUCKS, INC. HAS WRITTEN TO DEPART- 
MENT TO COMPLAIN THAT GOC IS RESTRICTING US TRUCK IMPORTS 
IN FAVOR OF TRUCK SALES TO CHILE BY SPAIN. IN LETTER 
DATED JULY 12, A. W. PELLETIER CLAIMS THAT ITS CHILEAN 
DISTRIBUTOR OF SOME 35 YEARS STANDING, S.A.C.I. SALINAS Y 
FAB RES, HAS HAD IMPORT LICENSES FOR MINING TRUCKS REJECTED 
BY MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION ON ALLEGED GROUNDS THAT 
SPANISH FIRM PEGASO PRODUCES TRUCKS WITH SIMILAR SPECIFICA- 
TIONS. (ACCORDING TO PELLETIER, SPAIN MADE AVAILABLE TO 
GOC 71 MILLION DOLLARS FOR TRUCK PURCHASES IN AN AGREEMENT 
SIGNED IN AUGUST. 1975.) 

2. PELLETIER PROVIDES DOCUMENTATION FROM A LEADING CUSTO- 
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GONZALEZ SOTO, ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGER) WHICH CITES IN 
DETAIL WHY CMT PREFERS MACK TRUCKS BECAUSE OF DESIRED 

SPECIFICATIONS SUITABLE FOR HEAVY DUTY MINING OPERATIONS. 
CMT LETTER, ADDRESSED TO COL. JOSE LUIS PEREZ LUCO, ADMIN- 
ISTRATIVE DIRECTOR OF MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION, ARGUES 
FOR APPROVAL OF IMPORT LICENSE FOR TWO MACK VEHICLES ON 
GROUNDS THAT CMT HAS USED MACK PRODUCTS FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
AND FOUND THEM TO BE SUPERIOR TO ANY OTHER. 

3. PELLETIER ALSO CLAIMS THAT MIN TRANSPORT, AFTER REFUS- 
ING IMPORT LICENSES, FORWARDED NAMES OF MACK CUSTOMERS 
TO LOCAL PEGASO DEALER SO THAT PEGASO COULD PREPARE QUOTA- 
TIONS. 

4. OBVIOUSLY, DEPARTMENT HAS ONLY ONE SIDE OF PICTURE AND 
WE DO NOT HAVE ANY WAY OF ASSESSING MERITS OF CASE. WE 
WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S LOOKING INTO MATTER AT EARLIEST 
OPPORTUNITY WITH A VIEW TO DETERMINING HOW WE CAN ASSIST 
MACK TO COMPETE IN OPEN MARKET ON AS FAIR A BASIS AS 
POSSIBLE. DEPT HAS SENT PELLETIER AN INTERIM REPLY AND 
WOULD LIKE TO BE AS RESPONSIVE AS POSSIBLE TO THIS REQUEST 
FOR ASSISTANCE. ROBINSON 
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